
Summer Reading 2019 Assignment 
ENG 4UP – AP English Literature 

Journey to Self-Knowledge: Grappling With the Dark Side of Human Nature 
 
The Advanced Placement English Literature (ENG4UP) course emphasizes writing, language awareness, 
close reading and analysis of poetry, fiction and non-fiction texts. Students are expected to read widely, thus 
the summer reading assignment includes two works of literature. Over the summer you are to read the 
following:  

● Things Fall Apart  by Chinua Achebe 
● All the Light We Cannot See  by Anthony Doerr 

 
You are required to purchase a copy of the summer reading texts, as students will need to have access to 
these texts throughout the entire school year. This will also allow you the opportunity to annotate (make 
notes in the margins, highlight passages, etc.) as you read.  Be sure to bring your annotated book for the first 
several days of class.  
 
Upon returning to school all grade 12 AP students will be required to demonstrate their knowledge of the 
summer reading during a formal, timed writing exercise. This will occur on  Wednesday, September 11 
from 8:30-11:30am in the cafeteria.  
 
The assessment will entail the following:  

● You will write  two  essays in the allotted time: one will be an  argument essay  and one will be an 
analysis   essay .  

● The argument essay will require you to defend a position using evidence from one of the primary 
texts. The argument essay is organized around a central thesis and defended with several body 
paragraphs.  

● The analysis essay will require you to analyze a given passage from the other text. After reading and 
annotating the passage, you will respond to a specific prompt which will guide your analysis. The 
focus of this essay will be linking the writer’s literary strategies (e.g. figurative language, rhetorical 
appeals, tone, diction, syntax and so on) to the overall meaning of the passage and novel.  

 
AP students are expected to be mature, perceptive readers who are able to discuss the strengths and literary 
merit of works.  
 
Please note that some AP English courses will run in Semester One, and some in Semester Two.  All AP 
students will write on the same day in Semester One .  
 
FAILURE TO WRITE ON THIS DAY WILL RESULT IN WITHDRAWAL FROM THE AP COURSE.  
 
Enjoy the Summer Reading! We look forward to exploring these and other texts with you in the coming 
school year.  


