
What is literary criticism? 



The practice of describing, interpreting, 

and evaluating literature. 

Most basic way of classifying theories and 

practices involves a four-part scheme 

which distinguishes critical approaches 

ñaccording to whether, in explaining and 

judging a work of literature, they refer to 

the outer world, or  to the reader, or to the 

author, or else look upon the work as an 

entity in itself.ò 



There are three major purposes of 

literary criticism 

1) To help solve a problem in the reading. 

2) To help us choose the better of two 

conflicting readings. 

3) To help us evaluate literature. 


