Grade 10 AP
Novel Choices for Independent Reading Unit
ANY TWO John Green Books

THE FAULT IN OUR STARS by John Green
Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that bought her a few
years, Hazel has never been anything by terminal, her final chapter
inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist named
Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group,
Hazel’s story is about to be completely rewritten.

AN ABUNDANC E OF KATHERINES by John Green

Colin Singleton is a child prodigy who is starting to feel like a has-been. He’s a
recent high school graduate, waiting for college, and recovering from being
dumped by his girlfriend Katherine. Katherine 19, to be specific, for before this
Katherine, Colin dated 18 other girls with the same name, and he was dumped
by each of them. Yes, it’s true. In order to cheer him up, Colin’s best friend
takes him on a cross-country road trip and this is where Colin’s journey
begins.
LOOKING FOR ALASKA by John Green
Miles Halter is tired of his predictable and friendless life (check out the goingaway party for him at the beginning of the book), so he decides to attend
Culver Creek boarding school in Alabama for his junior year of high school. He
tells his parents that he's going to seek a Great Perhaps, that there's something
more for him.

IT’S KIND OF A FUNNY STORY by Ned Vizzini
Like many ambitious New York City teenagers, Craig Gilner sees entry into
Manhattan's Executive Pre-Professional High School as the ticket to his
future. But at his new school, Craig realizes that he isn't brilliant compared to
the other kids; he's just average, and maybe not even that. The stress becomes
unbearable and Craig stops eating and sleeping-until, one night, he nearly kills
himself. Craig's suicidal episode gets him checked into a mental hospital,
where his new neighbors include a transsexual sex addict, a girl who has
scarred her own face with scissors, and the self-elected President Armelio.
There, isolated from the crushing pressures of school and friends, Craig is
finally able to confront the sources of his anxiety.

THE KNIFE OF NEVER LETTING Go by Patrick Ness
Prentisstown isn’t like other towns. Everyone can hear everyone’s
thoughts in an overwhelming never-ending stream of Noise. But in a
town where privacy is impossible, there is a secret so awful that Todd,
still a month shy of being a man, must run for his life. But how do you
escape when your pursuers can hear your every thought?

FORGIVE ME, LEONARD PEACOCK by Matthew Quick (Same guy
who wrote Silver Linings Playbook)
Leonard Peacock has exactly one friend (who just happens to be his
elderly neighbor), one (sort of) friendly acquaintance, two absentee
parents, and one World War II pistol he intends to use on his ex-best
friend before turning it on himself. Clear a whole day for this book.

HALF BROTHER by Kenneth Oppel
Ben Tomlin was an only child for thirteen years. Then his parents
brought home a baby chimp. It isn’t long before Ben is Zan’s favourite
and Ben starts to see Zan as more than just an experiment. His father
disagrees. Soon Ben is forced to make a critical choice between what he
is told to believe and what he knows to be true—between obeying his
father or protecting his brother from an unimaginable fate.

THE HELP by Kathryn Stockett
A black maid, her confrontational friend, and a white socialite with no
husband join together to work on a project that could forever alter
their own destinies, as well as every mistreated black maid during the
1950s. Despite the terrible risks they will have to take, and the
sometimes humorous boundaries they will have to cross, these three
women unite with one intention: hope for a better day.

REALITY BOY by A.S. King
After you read Reality Boy, you'll never look at reality TV the same way.
When he was 5 years old, Gerald's family was on a nightmare nanny
show. His anger -- and his habit of using the table, his mom's shoes,
and the floor as a toilet -- was broadcast for all future teachers and
classmates to see. At school, his childhood reputation is inescapable,
but it's still better than home, where the source of his 5-year-old rage
never changed.

THE ABSOLUTELY TRUE DIARY OF A PART-TIME INDIAN by Sherman Alexie
In this first-person narrative by Native American teenager Arnold Spirit Jr.,
we get to see how one young man refuses to remain in the terrible
circumstances of his life. The novel has 65 comic illustrations, which
sometimes act as pu nch lines while also revealing Arnold's character and
furthering the plot. The novel is controversial for some of its content on
issues such as alcohol, poverty, bullying, homosexuality, violence, and sexual
references as well as for the tragic deaths of characters and the use of
profanity.

AND
THE PERKS OF BEING A WALLFLOWER by Stephen Chbosky
This is the story of what it’s like to grow up in high school. More
intimate than a diary, Charlie’s letters are singular and unique,
hilarious and devastating. We may not know where he lives. We may
not know to whom he is writing. All we know is the world he shares:
the world of first dates, sex, drugs, family dramas, and The Rocky Horror
Show.

ANY legal thriller written by John Grisham

