
Summer Reading and Writing 
 

ENG4UP - AP English: Literature and Composition 

The continued journey toward self-knowledge: grappling with the dark side of human 

nature 
 
 
The Advanced Placement Literature and Composition English (ENG4UP) course emphasizes 
writing, language awareness, close reading and analysis of poetry, fiction and non-fiction texts. 
Students are expected to read widely, thus the summer reading assignment includes two works 
of literature. Over the summer you are to read the following: 

~ Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe and 

 
~ All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 

You are required to purchase a copy of the summer reading texts, as students will need to have access to 
these texts throughout the entire school year.  This will also allow you the opportunity to annotate 
(make notes in the margins, highlight passages, etc.) as you read.  

Upon returning to school in September on a specified date all AP students will be required to 
demonstrate their knowledge of the summer reading during a formal, timed writing exercise.  This will 
entail the following: 

 You will be given one passage from each novel. 

 You will be required to read and annotate the text. 

 You will then be provided with a prompt to direct your written analysis of the passage. 

AP students are expected to be mature, perceptive readers who are able to discuss the strengths and 
literary merit of works. 
 
Please note that some AP English courses will run in Semester One, and some in Semester Two.   
All AP students will write on the same day in Semester One. 
 

 FAILURE TO WRITE ON THIS DAY WILL RESULT IN WITHDRAWAL FROM THE AP 
COURSE.  YOUR NAME WILL BE FORWARDED TO YOUR GUIDANCE COUNSELLOR 
AND YOUR TIMETABLE WILL BE CHANGED.   

 
 YOUR STATUS IN THE AP COURSE IS DEPENDANT UPON YOUR TEACHER’S 

EVALUATION OF YOUR PASSAGE ANALYSIS. 
 
Enjoy the Summer Reading!  We look forward to exploring this and other texts with you in the coming 
school year. 
 

Please visit our website:  www.bishopallenenglish.com 


